


ducing landowners it was not “economic” to
maintain all of this labour fcrce as TIED
WORKERS (COLCNOTO), it was necessary to impose
forms of production that wcruld enabnle the wor-
king masses to obtain the necessary means of
subsistance for the rest of the year, but in
such a form that they were FORCED tO supple-
ment this with WAGE work on the coffee plan-
tation.

As a result SMALL ASRICULTURAL PRODUCTICN
was consolidated, creating the immense mass
of POOR PEASANTS who earn their subsistence
in a combined form: as small producers and as
wage workers,

Beginning in 1880 the coffee producers,
with the participation of fore:gn capital,
created their OwWN BANKS ‘o finance production,

The COFFEE PRODUCING OLIGARCHY thus con-
solidated itself economically and politically,
aquiring a character that it has held until
this day: the CREOLE LANDOWNING-BOURGEOIS CLI-
GARCHY. This oligarchy politically anc econ-
omically controllad the country, first directly
(many Presidents and poliiticians were coffee
producers) until 1931, and then indirectly
with the transfer of State administration to
the reactionary armed forces, under its con-
trol and at the service of its interests.

Later, at the beginning of the century,
sugar cane production was introduced in the
country and towards 1951 cotton prodution was
introduced in a ceneralisea Zorm. Both main-
tain the same characteristics as coffee pro-
dution: they are EXPORT PRODUCTS destined to
satisfy the needs of the imperialist market.

One difference with coffee production,
which was based on the fusion of the bour-
geocisie with the lancdowners and did not create
this to such an extent, was the maintenence
of a class of landowners who lived fundament-
ally from the land rent paid by the organisers
of sugar-cane arnd cotton production.

During this period, in the urban centres,
Capitalism was in its initial phase of devel-
opment which produced a working class of an
artesanal type, Although in 1930 the first
textile factories were established, these had
not yet achieved great significance.

THE PROCESS OF PSUEDO-INDUSTRIALISATION

Beginning in the 1950's a process of
psuedo-industrialisation, or dependent indus-
trialisation, was developed in El Salvador.

This process was set up within the frame-
work of the new international division of la-
bour after the Second World War, that expres-
sed the hegemony of the United States in the
capitalist world. They were looking for new
processes that would enable them to invest
securely and more profitably. Central America
and, in particular, our country offered these
possibilities.

Industry was introduced, promoted by
North American Imperialism and by a sector of
the Landowning-bourgeois oligarchy which began
to channel agricultural surplus-value into
industrial and financial activities.

In 1951 there were 24 main branches in E1l
Salvadorean indystry, the principal ones be-
ing food, textiles, soft-drinks and tobacco.
There were 11,000 workers employed in manu-
facturing, most of these being employed in
the production of food (63%), textiles (17%)
and in shoe and clothing production (7%).
These branches had anticedents 'n artesanal
production, demonstrating that industrialis—.

ation, tdo the 2xtont <ra2s 1t :aptureé the
marr.', accelerates the PROLETARIANISATION of
the uarban artesars.

Th2 procecs was succesful initially, but
at the wnd cf the fift:es sragnated, showing
‘%L exhadczicn ~f the :ndustrial struc-
ti.e desrre of depend-
on the agro-expcrt
w.ncided with the low-
zufifen orices that, on
the z2ne hand hindocred v “ransfer of ag."-
expor+s surplus to indas » axd, on the other,
the exploiters sought «: ¢ tne fall in
their profits as small as tvossible by exer-
cisfng a cruel over-explaitation Of the
worhers of the countryside, 1n tiais way
zoventing purzhasing 2: frem rising.

Sut in tha deceln o s ies, the
~i.strial procers wawy =2 with the
pening @£ the CENTPRAL AMERICAN COMMON MARKET.

The objective <¢I the prrmudo-industrial-
isation policy is -learly shown oy the PEIR-
MANENT SECRETAAY 70 CTITPAL AMEPICAN ECONLMIC
INTEGRATION (SILUMN) e

"The external sectcr had lost its dynamism
as a source of develcpmant and... as a resuic
it was nccessary =, vursie an INWARDS (recion-
al) develcrrent thaz nad *he industrial sec-
tor as 1its b tant point of support...
that tha 2 modernisation and
speciaiisa o industries was made
with tne e ducins for the Central
Amer:can marxet followiny adeguate criteria
of localisaticn conforming to principles of
recipricocity” (The integrated development
of Central America in the present decade,
Bases and Procosals for the perfection and
restructuring of the Central American Common
Market, annex No.3, SIECA/72-VII-6-36. Rev.I
Guatemala: I5th March 1574, page 6.)

All of this process cf pseudo-industrialis-
ation was developed on the IMPORT SUBSTITUTE
scheme, where the import of manufactured con=-
sumer goods is replaced by the import of the
raw materials and capital goods needed for
their domestic production.

In many cases the industry established was
nothing but an assembly plant for parts pro-

duced in the Metropolis (mainly the USA).This
applies to the majority of the industries.

The industrial plants therefore had to im-
port a high percentage of intermediate goods,
raw materials and capital goods. Under thnese
conditions a process of derendant industrial-
isation is set up: commercially, financialiy
and technologically derendant. But alsc dep-
endant in its orientation, which is not to
satisfy the needs of our people but rather
the needs of the imperialist bourgeoisie.

What are the main results of this process
of pseudo-industrialisation ?

A. Dependancy is deepened with tne in-
creased penetration of foreign capital, mainly
North American, in our economy. In this per-
iod there was a gualitative change in FOREIGN
INVESTMENT, especially of United States in-
vestment: it was not only directed towards
extractive and agricultural activities, but
also towards manufacturing industry. Industry
was specialised in light branches with modern
technology (high constant capital in relation
to living labour).

As in all dependant countries, in our
country industrialisation remains backward in
science and technology, producing what the
countries of the centre have phased out.
Therefore our dependance i{s not only caused
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tural p*ocac*s at the worid level, but also
Ly the .mportation of a technology and mach-
in2ry that is obsolete ..n the countries of
tre imcer:ialist centre: for all this, we are
condemned to be RSLATIVALY INDUSTRIALISED
countries, but with an .ndustrialisation that
makes us dependant on imperialism.

From 1959 to I3%69 foreign investment 1in
£l Salvador grew by I66.5I%. .

B. The agro=-export structure remains un-=
touched. Even more, the process of the concen-
tration of the best qua.ity lands in the hands
of a small cligarchic group continued to ad-
vance.

C. The result at the level of the social
classes is important, because the
WORKING CLASS grew cons‘derably, increasingly
influencing the economic and political l1life
of the country.

D. It is important to point out that due
to the form of industri clisatien, with a high
organic composition of capital, Salvadcrean
industry <id not need 2 large labour force.

As a result industrialisation did not help
the chronic and growing problem of UNEMPLOY~-
MENT in the countryside.

The Central American Common Market collap-
sed loudly at the beginning of IS63 and until
now it has not been possible to revive it.

It is important to mention the acceler-
ated process of PROLETARIANISATION in the
countryside during these years, that in I$75
had reached an index of 68.9%,

It 45 also important to mention the growth
of the MIDDLE STRATA ,above all students,
teachers, and in the services and commerce.

With this we have practically defined the
FRAMEWORK OF THE CLASS STRUCTURE IN QUR COUN~

‘TRY, given that in the decade of the seventies

there has been no substantial modifica%ion.

II. THE STRUCTURE OF THE SOCIAL CLASSES
IN EFL SALVADOR.

Due to the dominant mode of production in our
country being DEPENDANT CAPITALISM, the main
social classes dre

-~ The CRECLE BOURGEOISIE, ALLIED TO THE IMPER~
IALIST BOURGEQISIE: this bourgeocisie is dep-
endant and subordinated to the imperialist
bourgeoisie., It is not a NATIONAL bourgeoisie,
because it does not have the capacity to
advance a national project, independantly of
the imperialist tourgeoisie. W2 distinguish
twO sectors:

a) The LANDOWNING-BOURGEDIS OLIGARCHY: which
is formed by a very small g¢group. Internation-
ally they are kncwn as the "I4 families". They
hold a monopoly of the land (60% is in their
hands). Moreover they have investments in all
sectors of the economy: agriculture, commerce,
industry, banks and finances.

b) The NON-OLIGARCHIC SECTOR: they have in-
terests in one or two sectors of the economy.

= The WORKING CLASS: they are the largest
class in the country, anc are subjected to a
cruel over-exploitation and as a result, live

in very precarious material.conditions. Two
sectors are distinguished in this class:

a) INDUSTRIAL AND CONSTRUCTION WORKERS.

b) AGRICULTURAL WORKERS OR LAEQOURERS (jornal-
eros), who are the most numerous.

CAPITALIST MODES OF PRODUCTION also exist in
the country and these give rise to SECONDARY
social classes that must te taken into
account:

a) FEUDAL RELATICNS: are still existant, al-
though minimal. These arise above all through
the renting of the land by poor and middle
peasants, Production under these relations
is assigned to basic grains, and its basis

is the private ownership of the land by the
landowners. These relaticns give rise to two
classes:

- The LANDOWNERS: who live from the rent of
the land, principally land assigned to the
production of sugar cane and cottner. The ten-
dancy of this class is to disappear.

- The PEASANTS:

I) The RICH PEASANTS: are those who work the
land but at the same time employ wage labour,

2) The MIDDLE PEASANTS: are those that by
working their land can provide sufficient
food for their families' subsistance. They do
not need to work on the plantations as wage
labourers. The tendancy of this sector is to
enlarge the ranks of the POOR peasants.

3) The POOR PEASANTS: are those that, because

of the poor quality and small size of their

land, are forced to work as wage labourers
during the coffee, cotton and sugar cane har-
vests, and in this way to earn enough to sub-
sist. Their tendancy is that of accelerated
proletarianisation.

vb) Small MERCANTILE PRODUCTION: this consists

of the production carried out by small produc-
ers, such as: bakers, shoe-makers, weavers,
etc, and gives rise to the PETIT-ROURGEOISIE
They have private ownership of the means oZf
produztion.  They employ little wage labour

and are subject to the exploitation of the

big monopolies, which is leading them to ruin.

Other social sectors exist that do not con-
stitue classes, but are oppressed by dependant
capitalism. These are the MIDDLE STRATA, which
have been constantly growing in El Salvadcr.
These are not directly linked to the produc-
tion process, but perform functions indirectly
related to this, or else superstructural fun-
ction (ideological, political, military, etc,)
Situated here are the students, teachers,
priests, military, etc.

SEE DIAGRAM.

It is important to remember that all the
social classes of which we have talked are
integrated into a single whole, and that all
the relations of productdon are subordinated
to and at the service of one system: dependant
capitalism,

wWith this analysis we can establish the funda-
mental contradiction in El Salvacdor. This
arises between the Creole Bourgeoisie, allied
to Yankee imperialism on the one side, and on
the other, the working-class (cf the city and
the countryside) deeply allied with the poor
peasants.

It follows from this that the character of
the Revolution in our country is:
ANTI-OLIGARCHIC AND ANTI-IMPERIALIST.

Consequently, the driving forces of the rev-
olution are the WORKING-CLASS, the POOR and




MIDDLE PEASANTRY, and the other exploi;ed ani
oppressed sectors of the petit-bourgeolsie
and the middle strata.

The worker-peasant alliance forms the funda-
mental driving force, and the PROLETARIAT is
the LEADING FORCE OF THE REVOLUTION.

III. 1980: THE CLASS STRUGGLE AT A DECISIVE
CROSSROAD.

The CLASS STRUGSLE in our country = and this
is well known at the world level ~ has been
acceleratedly becomin¢ more acute in the last
years, to such an extent that at the moment
all of the socio-econcmic problems are at
their most acute point, fusing themselves
indissolubly with the irreversable crisis of
the dependant capitalist structure, with the
economic crisis that 1is not only cyclical now
but deepens continually.

This situatjion in our country can only be
resolved by a deep SOCIAL REVOLUTION. The
combined situation has reached such an extreme
that the POPULAR REVOLUTION has become urgent
and unpreventable. NoO economic or social
measure that IMPERIALISM and its internal suo-
ports advance can now take the country out of
this crisis, that is more acute with each day.

Let us look at some examples which demon=-
strate this:

a) The problem of the LAND that is fundamen-
tal (a gquestion of life or death) for millicns
of inhabitants. This cannot be resolved now
under dependant capitalism.

If 4n 1932, with a population of I.7 mill-
ion inhabitants, the land question was the
key issue for the big popular insurrection,
now 48 years later when the country holds
nearly FIVE MILLION inhabitants, this problem
has become a true nightmare.

The land continues to be firmly monopolised
by the oligarchic families (2% of the owners
monopclise 60% of the land - and it is the
best quality land - while 92% 4 the small own-
ers scarcely dispose of 22% of the workable
iand). Only the POPULAR REVOLUTION will be
able to open the way for a profound change in
the distributicn of the land,

b) UNEMPLOYMENT: is also unsoldable in the
framework of a dependant capitalist country,
such as El Salvador. Each year the situation
worsens, when more than I00,000 young people
reach working age. Less than 25% can find
employment.

c) El Salvador continues to be - almost as
in tne iast century - an exocrter of agricul-
ural progucts: coffee, cotton and sugar cane
the principal sources of income, and each day
they are worth less on the world market, and
the attempt to find new markets has categor-
ically failed. As we have said the Central
American Common Market collapsed more than
ten years ago. This meant the loss of their
best market - Honduras - for the Salvadorean
industrial bourgeoisie, linked with the yankee
monopolies. Since then the factories have
been producing with only a small part of their
capacity. Massive sackings,as well as the
closure of factories, occur each day.

These conditions of irreversable economic
crisis fall heavily on the great working
masses, whose real wage falls vertically, to
the extent that the prices of articles and
services of basic need rise in an undetain-
able spiral.

.. As a result the workers of the city and the

countryside are forcea to struggle tor tnelr
subsistance, and this nas been raising the
class struggle to acute levels., The combative
struggles for survival are urgent in El Sal-
vador. And this has made the class struggle
reach the highest leve.s of tension, withcut
the possibili.y of escare except through-the
fight for immediate cdemands and, finally, by
means of the revoluticnarv solution which is
the only salvation,

For these reasons, in October 1979, the
degree of ascent of the Popular Revoluticnary
Movement had reached a point of tncontainable
growth. The bulletin of the United States
Embassy in El Salvador published the following
analysis hy the imperialist sectors: "El Sal-
vador is clearly the next domino and a state
of civil war could break out in the next 90
days." "We believe that the Salvadorean sec-
urity forces that number approximately 15,000
men supported by I5,000 other rara-military
and reservists, will be severely tested in
the next months, and we frankly ask curselves
about their ability tc pass the test.”

Before this, on Septemkter IIth, the Assoc-
iate Secretary for Inter-american Affairs,
vVyron Vaky, had said befcre the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the House of Represent-
atives:

"El Salvador finds itself in a chronic
national crisis, anti~-government activity is
rampant, frequently giving way to violence,
and a lack of confidence in all sectors. 1In
these circumstances the polarisation is very
advanced and the perspectives for avoiding
violence are fading rapidly."”

Thus the measures taren by North American
Imperialism had to be exceptional. Thus, in
order to relieve the exploiting regime, they
threw into the test a maneuvre that in no
previous epoch had they been prepared to use.

They employed a maneuvre of wide scope and
strategic projection, consisting in the exec-
ution of a coup d'etat to make viable a line of
restricted "democratic opening". This would
incorporate civilian sectors (mainly Christian
Democrats and Social Democrats) in the govern-
ment with the aim of breaking the internat-
ional isolation that the Military Tyranny had
found itself in, when it was led by the cri-
minal H.C., Romero. This line would be aimed
at attracting sectors of the bourgeois oppos=-
ition and of the ocetit bourgeoisie and to win-
ning sufficient bases of social support to be
able to isolate the revolutionary organisat-
ions, with the goal of destroying them through
an enormous repressive offensive.

With the coup d'etat of October ISth I579,
they momentarily achieved a part of their ob-
jectives, drawing around this project the
Christian Democrats, Social Democrats, middle
and small enterprise, the progressive church,
the Catholic University and popular organisat-
ions.

As well as the reactionary ammy and all of
the repressive forces.

The popular revolutionary movement replied
to this maneuvre with a heightening of polit-
ical-military action, although it did not yet
present a united front. )

The effective and growing political-milit-
ary blows of the people exposed the true plans
and projects of the dominant classes. From
this revolutionary effort the POLITICAL- MIL-
ITARY COORDINATION emerged , formed by the
Communist Party of El Salvador, the Naticnal
Resistance and the Popular Liberation Forces




DIAGRA.1 OF THE PRINCIPAIL CLASSES IN FL SALVADOR,
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- FPL ~-"Farabundo Marti". At the other level
the REVOLUTIONARY COORDINATION OF THE MASSES
emerged, formed by the Natioral Demccratic
Union (UDN), the United Popular Action Front
(FAPU), the Popular Leagues of February 28th
{LP-28) and the Popular Revolutionary Bloc
(BPR), in this way beginning tne grscess cf
unifying the country's revolutionary £forces.

The popular pattles rapid.iy led to the
decline and coliapse ¢f the government Junta.

This produced a new alignment of forces. On
one side the imperialist bocurgecisie and the
oligarchy continue to be supocrted cnly by the
reacticnary army, the secur:ty forces and the
extreme right-wing sector of the Christian
Democratic Party (led by its top leadership).
On the other side, this has opened a new con-
vergence of the democratic and revoluticnary
forces in the ccuntry.

The people's enemies, led by Yankee imper-
ialism, decided to continue advancing their
drawn-up plans, now applying a new formula of
"KILLINGS WITH REFORMS". And so, in the frame-
‘work of the most savage, cruel and genccidal

repression that our people have known since
I532, the "new"” counter-revolutionary ruling
Junta decreed on the 6th and 7th of March the
laws nationalising the bank, and for acrarian
reform. At the same time declaring a State

of Siege, From then onwards, the killing has
escalated to become almost the only form taken
by the repression.

But this is no: all. VYankee imperialism
does not fully trust the efficacy of this new
formula, and is openly preparing for DIRECT
MILITARY INTERVENTION, supporting puppet gov-
ernments such as those in Venezuala and Guat~-
ema;a, preparing merceneries outside the
country, increasing military aid and sending /
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advisers and contingents of marines to El
Salvadoer.

On thier side the revolutionary, derocratic
and propgressive forces cof the country are
drawing together and preparing themselves for
the DECISIVE BATTLES of the seizure of oower,
by means of the ONLY POSSIBLE ROAD: ECIULAR
ARMED STRUGGLE. -

In conclusion, El1 Salvador is livin¢ & cru-
cial moment in its history. The exploiters
are tightening their forces in order tc main- .
tair at whatever cost, the life of the dep-
endant capitalist sytem from which they have
derived so much benefit, at the cost of the
misery and hunger of millions of families of
workers, peasants,etc.

THE PEOPLE, tired of centuries of exploit-
ation and oppression, are determined to free
themselves definitively, and to fight all the
battles needed to achieve this.

This high polarisation of the CLASS
Struggle has led to the clarification of the
interests and projects of each one of the

" forces in the confrontation, and leaves no

room for doubt that only the PCPULAR REVOL~-
UTION and the installation of the POPULAR -
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT, will open the doors
for the true and total LIBERATION OF THE
SALVADOREAN PEOPLE.

Wwe cannot end this work without emphasising
that to achieve their VICTORY, the Salvadorean
pecple need to count on the broadest, most
determined and combative solidarity of the
Central American peoples and of all the
peoples of the world.

REVOLUTION OR DEATH!
THE ARMED PEOFLE WILL WIN!

IV o0




